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Elk Program Goals

• 500-900 Elk 
• 2022 Elk survey

– 1,277 estimated animals 
(95% CI: 870-1,684)
– 1,206 estimated in 2019
– 1,173 estimated in 2018
– 1,167 estimated in 2017



Elk Program Goals



Historic Quotas and Demand
• 2021

– ~49,100 
applicants

– +7,396 
applicants for 
chance only

– Odds to draw
• Any elk tag: 

0.19%
• Antlerless elk 

tag: 0.97%
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2022 & 2023 Proposed 
License Quotas

• Maintain quota structure 
from 2020-21

• 260 state drawn licenses
– 100 licenses in  

September/October
• 70 antlerless
• 30 either sex

– 160 licenses in December
• 110 antlerless
• 50 either sex



Season Dates and License Quotas

Unit Any Elk Antlerless

X 30 70

Hunt Period 1 

Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 2022 Aug. 29- Sept. 1, 2023

Sept. 16-9, 2022 Sept. 15-18, 2023

Sept. 30-Oct. 3, 2022 Sept. 29-Oct. 2, 2023 Unit Any Elk Antlerless
H 20 40
I 30 70

Total 50 110

Hunt Period 2 

Dec. 10-18, 2022 Dec. 9-17, 2023

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Objective: target elk outside primary elk range before breeding seasonRecommend all the land east of M-33 be included within EMU L: will give hunters more opportunity on State land to help target elk that use agricultural land to the north and east of the newly opened area.Coincides well with proposed 2011-2021 (471 sq mi vs 575 in 1984, 820 in 1988)



Tribal Licenses
• The 2007 Inland Consent Decree 

authorizes the five 1836 Treaty Tribes to 
issue licenses equal to 10% of state 
issued elk licenses, rounded up.
– Issuance of 26 tribal licenses associated with 

proposed quotas
– Issuance of 1 tribal license associated with 3 

Pure Michigan Hunt winners



Elimination of January Hunt 
Dates

• Used historically “as needed” to address 
elk groups detected late within or after the 
hunting season, or if weather impacts 
harvest

• Not used since 2008
• Leaves little preparation time for approval 

and hunter notification
• Quotas can be adjusted for following year 

if necessary



Thank You

www.michigan.gov/elk
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